"that one cannot jump to the conclusion that vitamin A deficiency is present if Bitot's spots are present", a view which he modified later (McLaren, 1966) The basic difference between Prof. McLaren's approach and ours is on the interpretation of the role of protein deficiency. In our series we found many cases with ocular lesions with normal vitamin A values and vice versa. In Prof. McLaren's paper (McLaren, Shirajian, Tchalian, and Khoury, 1965) , the liver values of his various groups are very similar and the vitamin E levels are even more significant than those of vitamin A.
While Prof. McLaren believes that "xerophthalmia, associated as it is with some degree of protein malnutrition, and frequently accompanied by various infectious diseases, also causes considerable mortality" (McLaren and others, 1965) , we believe that it is the protein malnutrition and the associated diseases which carry with them the considerable mortality. 
